Purpose: To compare serum concentrations of lipopro teins and apolipoproteins in insulin-dependent diabetic patients with and without retinopathy.
The present study was conducted to investigate the presence of changes in lipid and lipoprotein levels in type 1 diabetic patients with and without retinopathy. the lipoprotein (a) levels (background: 73.3 IU/I; preproliferative/proliferative: 205.9 IU/I), which were significantly higher in patients with preproliferative/ proliferative retinopathy than in the background retinopathy group (p<O.OOI).
SUBJECTS AND METHODS

Subjects
In order to exclude the possibility that the increased lipoprotein (a) concentration could be due to the long duration of disease of the retino pathic diabetics, we compared diabetic patients with proliferative retinopathy with a selected group of 15 diabetics without retinopathy with the same duration of disease (Table III) . In this comparison we found higher lipoprotein (a) levels in the retinopathic group than in the matched group without retinopathy (p<O.OOI).
DISCUSSION
In the present study we evaluated the principal lipid parameters in order to detect any possible abnorm alities in diabetics with retinopathy.
Patients with retinopathy and persistent micro albuminuria frequently show a long duration of disease and/or high glycosylated haemoglobin levels? 9 To avoid the interference of these two variables in the assessment of our data, we selected a diabetic control population without retinopathy who had the same duration of disease and quality of metabolic control as the diabetics with retinopathy; moreover, these two groups of diabetic patients had the same albumin excretion rate. Key words: Type I diabetes, Lipoprotein (a), Retinopathy.
